Use of a larynyngeal mask airway during aortic valve replacement.
We report the elective use of a laryngeal mask airway during cardiac surgery for congenital tracheal stenosis. A 53-year-old woman with severe aortic valve stenosis was scheduled for aortic valve replacement. During anesthesia induction, the anesthesiologists attempted conventional intubation but failed. Fiberoptic tracheal examination and computed tomography showed a tracheal stenosis with 5 mm minimal diameter. A laryngeal mask airway was used at the patient's rescheduled surgery. The laryngeal mask airway use did not lead any surgical complication. We concluded that the laryngeal mask airway may be considered as an alternative to conventional intubation in patients with tracheal stenosis.